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VIRGINIA'S SOLDIERS IN THE REVOLUTION. 



A Bibliography of Muster and Pay Rolls, Regimental 

Histories, Etc., with Introductory and Explanatory 

Notes 2 by C. A. Flagg, Catalogue Division, and 

W. O. Waters, Bibliography Division, 

Library of Congress. 



The Continental Army had its origin in the year 1775, when 
Congress adopted the forces under arms around Boston as the 
Army of the United Colonies. These troops, however, were 
little more than militia, called out for short periods of ser- 
vice, so the year 1776 saw the organization of a new army, 
each colony raising a certain number of troops for the common 
defence. The infantry regiments or battalions (the words were 
synonymous at that period) from the Northern colonies were 
accepted and renumbered as Continental regiments from 1st 
to 27th, while for some reason, those from the South, though 
accepted in like manner, retained their colonial numbering (as 
the 1st Virginia, etc.). 



1 This is the first section to appear in print of a comprehensive biblio- 
graphy of Revolutionary service. All titles now in hand relating speci- 
fically to Virginia are here printed. The completion of the lists for 
the United States in general and the other colonies will doubtless add 
new entries under this State. Additions, suggestions and criticisms 
will be welcomed. 

1 It is only fair to state that the prefatory matter, notes on regi- 
mental services and commanders, etc., have been added as an after- 
thought, and are submitted with some diffidence. Authorities, whether 
manuscript sources, biographies or other monographs, teem with all 
kinds of variations, and irreconcilable dates abounds ; so that the his- 
torian of the Virginia regiments, if he ever appears, will find great 
need for the critical weighing of evidence. The information given, we 
trust, will be helpful ; it is to be taken as suggestive rather than final. 
For officers' service, Heitman has usually been followed, but not infre- 
quently corrections have been made on what seems better authority. 
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The close of 1776 again found Congress with an army 
dwindling away through short enlistments, and a new reor- 
ganization was effected. By a resolve of December 27, sixteen 
additional regiments of Continental infantry were authorized, 
as well as three regiments of artillery and 3,000 light dragoons 
(later organized into four regiments). The old Continental 
regiments of 1776, in so far as they were raised in particular 
States, thenceforth bore the State designation (as 7th Massa- 
chusetts), just as Virginia's had from the first. Other special 
military organizations were raised from time to time, but 
this was the framework of the regular army for the remaining 
years of the war. 

A full regiment consisted of from 600 to 700 rank and file, 
but it is doubtful if the average number present throughout 
the later part of the war was over 200. 3 Congress and the 
State authorities were always trying to encourage enlistments, 
and "rearrangements" were common, whereby regiments were 
consolidated and the supernumerary officers sent home to re- 
cruit. Perhaps it was natural that the States should give 
more attention to their own defence to the equipment and 
maintenance of their State forces and militia who served 
under their own officers, rather than to the Continental line, 
on duty very likely at a distance, and under orders of the offi- 
cers appointed by Congress. 

The continental regiments were usually gathered in brigades, 
those of a State together, and it was the common policy to 
place them under a brigadier-general from the same State. 

Virginia had eight brigadiers serving with Continental com- 
missions during the war. Their names follow with dates of 
commission : 

1. Andrew Lewis, March 1, 1776. He was in charge of the 
camp at Williamsburg in 1776, where were stationed the 
Virginia forces before they marched to join the army 
under Washington. Resigned April 15, 1777. 

3 For instance, an army return of May 19, 1779, showed the total in 
service for the ten Virginia regiments (1st to 8th, loth and nth) to be 
2,142 men. 
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2. Hugh Mercer, June 5, 1776. He was at once given an 

independent command in New Jersey, constituting of 
the Pennsylvania flying camp and militia, chiefly from 
New Jersey. At Trenton his brigade included the 20th 
Continental infantry (Connecticut), the 27th (Massa- 
chusetts), the 1st Maryland infantry, Bradley's battal- 
ion of Connecticut State troops and the Maryland rifle 
battalion. At Princeton at least a part of Lord Stir- 
ling's brigade was attached to his, as the 1st Virginia 
advanced under his orders. At this battle he was mor- 
tally wounded and died January 11, 1777. 

3. Adam Stephen, September 4, 1776. At the battle of Tren- 

ton his brigade included the 4th, 5th and 6th Virginia 
regiments (70 officers and 479 men). In the same 
battle the 1st and 3d Virginia were in Lord Stirling's 
brigade. Stephen was promoted to be major-general 
February 19, 1777, and dismissed from service November 
20, 1777. 

4. William Woodford, February 21, 1777. His command was 

known sometimes as the 1st Virginia brigade; in 1777 
it comprised the 2d, 3d, 6th, nth and 15th regiments; 
in 1779, after the White Plains rearrangement, his regi- 
ments were the 2d, 3d, 4th, 5th, 7th, 8th and 9th. Wood- 
ford was taken prisoner at Charleston and died Novem- 
ber 30, 1780. 

5. Peter Muhlenburg, February 21, 1777. Brigade was organ- 

ized April, 1777, with the 1st, 5th, 9th and 13th Regi- 
ments, to which the 8th was soon added. In 1778 the 
organization was made over, thenceforth consisting of 
the 1st, 6th, 10th, Gist's Continentals and the 1st and 2d 
Virginia State regiments. Muhlenburg continued in ser- 
vice to the close of the war. 

6. George Weedon, February 21, 1777. His brigade at first 

comprised the ?d, 6th, 10th and 14th regiments; later a 
Pennsylvania regiment was added. He continued in ser- 
vice through the war. 

7. Charles Scott, April, 1777. In November of that year his 
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brigade consisted of the 4th, 8th and 12th Virginia and 
Grayson's and Patton's Continentals; in May, 1779, the 
4th, 8th and 10th. Scott was taken prisoner at Charles- 
ton, 1780. 
8. Daniel Morgan, October 13, 1780; served to the end of the 
war. 

Other Virginians who held this rank, as George Rogers 
Clarke, etc., obtained their commissions from the State, and 
not from Congress. 

Virginia's Revolutionary soldiers fall within four groups : 

I. The Continental regulars raised by direct vote of Con- 
gress and officered by Congress from the first. These organi- 
zations had no connection with the individual colonies, though 
they were occasionally recruited in a single colony. Those 
raised wholly or in large part in Virginia were : 

Gist's Continental infantry, 1777-1781. 

Grayson's Continental infantry, 1777- 1779, consolidated 
with Gist's. 

Rawling's Continental infantry, 1 777-1 779, which had as a 
nucleus Stephenson's Maryland and Virginia rifle regi- 
ment of 1776; and was consolidated with Gist's in 1779. 

Thruston's Continental infantry, 1777-1779, consolidated 
with Gist's. 

1st Continental artillery (Harrison's), 1776-1783. 

1st Continental dragoons (Bland's and White's). 

3d Continental dragoons (Baylor's). 

2d Partisan corps (Lee's legion), 1 778-1 781. 

3d Partisan corps (Armand's legion), 1779-1781, with 
which Pulaski's legion (the 1st) was consolidated in 
1779 or 1780. 

None of these regiments are covered in this list, it being the 
intention to include them with others of their class, in a special 
section of the completed bibliography. 

II. The Virginia Continental line, consisting solely of the 
fifteen numbered regiments raised by Virginia, 1775-1776, offi- 
cered by the State, and accepted by Congress. 
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In June, 1775, the Virginia Convention ordered two regi- 
ments to be raised, the 1st and 2d, consisting of eight and seven 
companies, respectively, commanded by Patrick Henry, who 
had no military experience, and William Woodford, a veteran 
soldier. The term of service was not to exceed one year. In 
December, 1775, the Convention increased the two regiments 
to ten companies each, and raised six new regiments (the 3d 
to 8th) of ten companies each, and one of five companies (the 
9th later increased to ten companies) for defence of the 
Eastern Shore. 

These nine regiments were accepted by Congress as Vir- 
ginia's quota, with the officers originally appointed, save that 
Patrick Henry, resenting the preferment of officers of lower 
rank, resigned his commission. In October, 1776, in answer 
to a new appeal from Congress, the first State Assembly 
raised six more regiments (10th to 15th). 

The remaining history of these regiments is a record of gal- 
lant service, of depletion by death, disability and expiration of 
service. The dwindling, away of the rank and file made neces- 
sary consolidations of regiments and transfers of officers, etc. 
Such "rearrangements" took place at White Plains, Septem- 
ber, 1778 (reducing the fifteen regiments to eleven); Middle- 
brook, May 1779; Ramapaugh, September, 1779; Chesterfield, 
February, 1781 (further reducing the eleven regiments to 
eight) ; Cumberland Courthouse, May, 1782; and Winchester, 
January 1, 1783 (finally reducing to one regiment and two 
companies). 

A temporary irregularity resulted from the capture of the 
entire gth regiment at Germantown, and other deficiencies in 
the State's quota, when the State sent on her 1st and 2d "State 
line" regiments, which continued in Continental service till the 
close of the campaign of 1779. 

Washington detached practically the entire Virginia line 
from his immediate command to aid in the defence of Charles- 
ton in 1780, and on the fall of that place, the garrison be- 
came prisoners of war. Those surrendered included Briga- 
dier Generals Woodford and Scott; officers and men of the 
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1st, 2d and 3d Virginia Continentals; officers only from the 
4th, 5th, 6th, 7th, 8th, 10th and nth regiments, and the 1st 
and 2d Virginia "Detachments." 

From the context, the. inference is natural that the 4th to 
10th regiments were so depleted in members, that their pri- 
vates were consolidated into the two temporary organizations 
last named, the supernumerary officers serving without com- 
mand. We know that the nth regiment (Buford's), being 
outside the city, was cut to pieces by Tarleton's cavalry. 

After this date, though the framework of the organization 
was maintained, Virginia's Continental line ceased to be an 
important factor. Her troops in service were chiefly of the 
other three groups named. 

III. The State line: organizations raised for service in the 
State, and kept under State control. They were regular troops, 
and not militia, and so far as State and national bounties were 
concerned, this class was practically on the same basis as the 
preceding. 

They included : 

1st State line. 

2d State line. 

3d State line. 

Artillery regiment (Marshall's). 

Cavalry regiment (Nelson's). 

Garrison regiment (Muter's). 

Illinois regiment (Clarke's).) _, TTT , . 

_, , , . r The Western regiments. 

Crockett s regiment. ) 

Convention guards (Taylor's). 

State legion (Dabney's). 

IV. The State militia, consisting of all adult males capable 
of bearing arms, organized on county lines and subject to call 
on any invasion or peril. The Virginia militia saw much ser- 
vice in the Southern campaigns, and formed the source from 
which recruits and drafts were taken for the Continental and 
State lines. 

In addition, there was the State Navy, consisting of some- 
thing like twenty vessels. 
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It is unfortunate that Virginia has never had any compre- 
hensive list of her Revolutionary soldiers. To be sure, there 
are various special lists in print ; probably the ones most in use 
are those appended to the Documents of the House of Dele- 
gates in the "thirties," inconvenient to consult on account of 
their arrangement and not giving the details of service usually 
sought. Their publication at the time was incidental to the 
controversy then waged in Congress over certain reservations 
made by the State in her cession of the Northwest Territory to 
the National government in 1784. It was stipulated that bounty 
grants to the Virginia forces on Continental and State lines 
should be honored in the ceded territory, and the State's oppo- 
nents maintained that the two or three million acres demanded 
were beyond all reason. 

Another list, much used, is the Virginia section of the "Re- 
port from the Secretary of War ... in Relation to the Pen- 
sion Establishment," 1835. The disadvantage of this list is, 
of course, that it gives only those soldiers surviving in that 
year, and under Virginia are found only those then living 
there, emigrants from the State being found elsewhere, under 
place of later residence. It does supply the county of resi- 
dence and name of organization in which service occurred. 

Fortunately, the Virginia State Library has taken up the 
matter and has now in preparation a comprehensive alpha- 
betical roster of the Revolutionary soldiers from the State, 
based on all known sources, manuscript and printed. It is now 
on cards, but will probably be printed at an early date. 

In the bibliography following, after giving such general 
rosters or lists as are known, it has been the plan to group 
references relating to each single regiment. But it should be 
remembered that conditions were unlike those in our later 
wars, where a regiment was raised for a definite period, or 
for the war, and officers and men entered service for the same 
period. Revolutionary soldiers in a regiment were enlisted 
for varying terms, usually short ones. A large proportion 
were in service several times, in the regulars and in the 
militia. Probably such a record as that of William Mc- 
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Laurine (given in this Magazine for January, 1910, page 197) 
was not at all uncommon. 



BIBLIOGRAPHY. 

General and Miscellaneous Titles. 

Including accounts of the State's military organization and bounty 
system, bibliographies, and works containing considerable material on 
Revolutionary soldiers, but lacking index for convenient reference. It 
has not been thought necessary to include references to the standard his- 
tories of Virginia or of the Revolution. Arrangement chronological. 
Entries for works in manuscript are in italics. 

The Statutes at Large, being a collection of all the laws of Vir- 
ginia . . . [1619-1808.] By W. W. Hening. Richmond, etc. 
1819-1823. 13 v. 

Vol. 9-10 give acts of the Conventions and General Assembly, 1775- 
178:. 
An index of personal names, by J. J. Casey, was published in 1896. 

The orderly book of that portion of the American army sta- 
tioned at or near Williamsburg, Va., under the command of 
General Andrew Lewis, from March 18, 1776, to August 28, 
1776. With notes and information by Charles Campbell. Rich- 
mond, i860. 100 p. 

Orderly book of Gen. John Peter Gabriel Muhlenberg, March 
26 — December 20, 1777. (Pennsylvania Magazine of History 
and Biography, July, 1909— July, 191 1. V. 33, p. 257-278, 
454-474; v. 34, p. 21-40, 166-189, 336-360. 438-477; v. 35, p, 
59-89, 156-187, 290-303.) 

Revolutionary army orders for the main army under Washing- 
ton, May 3— June 3, January 20-26, March 13 — May 1, June 4 — 
July 4, 1778. (Virginia Magazine of History and Biography, 
April, 1906— April, 1910, v. 13, p. 337-350; v. 14, p. 35-50. 
180-187, 309-313, 397-407; v. 15, p. 44-56, 165-176, 279-287, 
417-426; v. 16, p. 56-63, 184-190; v. 17, p. 46-51, 178-186, 
294-301, 413-419; v. 18, p. 73-79, 170-176.) 

A somewhat fragmentary orderly book of Muhlenberg's brigade, kept 
by an officer of the 1st Virginia State line regiment. 
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Valley Forge orderly book of General George Weedon of the 
Continental army .. . 1777-8. Describing the events of the battles 
of Brandywine, Warren Tavern, Germantown and Whitemarsh. 
New York, 1907. 323 p. 

Extends from August 20, 1777, to May 8, 1778. 

Revolutionary army orders for the main army under Washing- 
ton, August 23 — October 23, 1779. (Virginia Magazine of His- 
tory and Biography, July, 1910-July, 1911. V. 18, p. 311-318, 
428-434; v. 19, p. 38-42, 276-281.) To be continued. 

Orderly book of Wayne's light infantry corps, kept by an officer o 
Febiger's regiment. Col. Febiger, of the 2d Virginia Continental line, 
was for a time in command of a light infantry regiment formed wholly 
or in part by transfer from Virginia regiments in service. 

Virginia military forces; a letter from Gov. Jefferson to the 
House of Delegates, November 14, 1779. (Virginia Magazine of 
History and Biography, January, 1910. V. 18, p. 70-72.) 

Letters of Lafayette, written in the course of the campaign in 
Virginia, in 1781, to Govs. Jefferson and Nelson. (Virginia 
Magazine of History and Biography, April-July, 1898. Vol. 5, 
P- 374-333; Vol. 6, p. 55-59-) 

Lands to officers, &c, Virginia State line, May 13, 1830. . . . 
Documents accompanying the bill from the Senate, entitled 
"An act for the relief of certain officers and soldiers of the Vir- 
ginia State line during the Revolutionary War. Washington, 
1830. 6 p. (21st Congress, 1st session. House report 404.) 
Doc. ser. no. 201. 

Virginia half-pay. Act of May session, 1779, as confirmed by 
act of Congress July 5, 1832. (Records of the Revolutionary 
war. ... By W. T. R. Saffell. 3d ed. Baltimore, 1894. p. 
50S-511.) 

Acts of the legislature of Virginia. Relating to bounty lands, 
half-pay and commutation, and to the assumption of the payment 
of the half-pay claims of Virginia by the general government, per 
act of Congress, approved July 5, 1832. (Records of the Revo- 
lutionary war. ... By W. T. R. Saffell. 3d ed. Baltimore, 
1894. p. 490-500.) 
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Report of John H. Smith, relative to Revolutionary docu- 
ments. (Document no. i, appended to Journal of the House of 
Delegates of . . . Virginia, 1833-4. Richmond, 1833. p. 122- 
124.) 

Dated November 22, 1S33. 

Letters and orders of Governor Tazewell and Commissioner 
J. H. Smith, August-October, 1834, relating to Revolutionary 
claims. (Document no. 35, appended to Journal of the House 
of Delegates of . . . Virginia, 1834-5. Richmond, 1834. p. 
14-21.) 

Report of the Select committee on Revolutionary claims — De- 
cember 18, 1834. Richmond, 1834. 8 p. (Document no. 8, 
appended to Journal of the House of Delegates of . . . Vir- 
ginia, 1834-5.) 

Including letter from John H. Smith, State commissioner on Revolu- 
tionary claims, dated December 15, 1834. 

Opinion of the Attorney-General. [Letter to Gen. S. E. 
Parker, chairman of Committee on Revolutionary claims, Rich- 
mond, 1835.] 5 p. (Document no. 45, appended to Journal of 
the House of Delegates of . . . Virginia, 1834-5.) 

Report of the Commissioner of Revolutionary claims. Rich- 
mond, 1836. 118 p. (Document no. 6, appended to Journal 
of House of Delegates of Virginia . . . 1835-36.) 

December 10,1835. John H. Smith, Commissioner. Appended are three 
lists— No. 1, a list of claims for bounty land for Revolutionary services, 
which have been examined and reported upon by the Commissioner of 
Revolutionary claims since April r, 1835 ; No. 2, a list of claims against 
the State of Virginia, for and on account of supplies and advances to 
the Illinois regiment during the Revolutionary War, which have been 
examined and adjusted by the Commissioner of Revolutionary claims 
during the year 1835 ; No. 3, a list of officers of the Virginia State line 
and navy, and of the Virginia Continental line, who may be entitled to 
additional bounty land for Revolutionary services. 

Military land warrants, April 4, 1840. Mr. James Garland, 
for the Committee on public lands, submitted the following re- 
port. [Washington, 1840.] 13 p. (26th Congress, 1st session. 
House Report no. 317.) Doc. ser. no. 371. 
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Virginia Revolutionary claims — Bounty land and commutation 
pay, April 24, 1840. Mr. Hall, from the Committee 011 Revo- 
lutionary claims, to which the subject had been referred, sub- 
mitted the following report. [Washington, 1840.] 135 p. (26th 
Congress, 1st session. House report 436.) Doc. ser. no. 371. 

Includes record of service of many officers. 

The Bland Papers — being a selection from the manuscripts of 
Col. Theodorick Bland, Jr. ; to which are prefixed an introduc- 
tion, and a memoir of Colonel Bland. . . . Edited by Charles 
Campbell. Petersburg, 1840-43. 2 v. in 1. 

Virginia bounty lands. August 20, 1842. Mr. Hall, from the 
Select committee, to which the subject was referred, made the 
following report. [Washington, 1842.] 169 p. (27th Congress, 
2d session. House report 1063.) Doc. ser. no. 411. 

An outline of Virginia's quota in the Revolution and the bounty 
claims ; list of claimants overpaid, p. 25-43 

Abstract of ordinances and acts for raising forces for defence 
of the State and for the Continental line. 1844. (28th Con- 
gress, 1st session. House report 457. Washington, 1844. p. 
159-161.) Doc. ser. no. 446. 

Compiled from Hening's Statutes at Large of Virginia. 

Issue of scrip, &c. . . . May 2, 1844. Mr. Hubard, from the 
Committee on public lands, made the following report [on Vir- 
ginia bounty land warrants. Washington, 1844.] 200 p. (28th 
Congress, 1st session. House report 457.) Doc. ser. no. 446. 

Includes record of service of many officers. 

Virginia military land warrants, May 30, 1848. Mr. Collamer, 
from the Committee on public lands, made the following report. 
[Washington, 1848.] 52 p. (30th Congress, 1st session. House 
report 663.) Doc. ser. no. 526. 

A letter from Hiland Hall to Cave Johnson, dated January 6, 1846, and 
adopted by the Committee as part of their report, p. 2-52. A number 
of officers and their.services mentioned. 

. . . July 12, 1848, Mr. Underwood made the following report . . . 
The Committee on public lands, to whom was referred the bill 
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to provide for the unpaid claim of the Virginia State and Conti- 
nental lines of the Revolutionary War, report. [Washington, 
1848.] 7 p. (30th Congress, 1st session. Senate report 204.) 
Doc. ser. no. 512. 

The Life of Major-General Peter Muhlenberg of the Revolu- 
tionary Army. By H. A. Muhlenberg. Philadelphia, Carey and 
Hart, 1849. 456 p. 

Reminiscences of Western Virginia, 1770-1790. By John 
Redd, Henry county. (Virginia Magazine of History and Biog- 
raphy, April, 1899— April, 1900. Vol. 6, p. 337~34 6 ; v ° l - 7. P- 
1-16, 1 13-128, 242-253, 401-405.) 

Probably prepared about 1849. Gives record of many Revolutionary 
soldiers. 

Report of a committee of the Legislature of Virginia on the 
subject of outstanding Virginia bounty warrants, January 27, 
1851. [Washington, 1851.] 11 p. (31st Congress, 2d session. 
Senate miscellaneous document 12.) Doc. ser. no. 592. 

Report of the Secretary of the Interior, in compliance with a 
resolution of the Senate of the 6th instant, calling for informa- 
tion relative to the amount of scrip issued for satisfaction of Vir- 
ginia land warrants, May 19, 1856. [Washington, 1856.] 10 p. 
(34th Congress, 1st session. Senate document 75.) Doc. ser. 
no. 822. 

List of claims disallowed, p. 2-10. 

The life of General Daniel Morgan of the Virginia line. . . . 
By James Graham. New York, 1859. 475 P> 

Major-General Adam Stephen. By C. J. Faulkner. (Oler's 
history of Martinsburg and Berkeley county, W. Va. Hagers- 
town, Md., [1888], p. 149-158.) 

Calendar of Virginia state papers and other manuscripts pre- 
served in the Capitol at Richmond. Arranged and edited by 
Wm. P. Palmer. Richmond, 1875-83. 11 v. 

Vol. 1, p. 267-618: July, 1775 — March 31, 1781. 

Vol. 2, 729 p.: April 1 — December 31, 1781. 

Vol. 3, 680 p.: January 1, 1782 — December 31, 1784. 

Includes names of many Revolutionary soldiers. Indexes very poor. 
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Sources of information in Washington, D. C, about the Vir- 
ginia Revolutionary soldiers. (Virginia Magazine of History 
and Biography, July, 1895. Vol. 3, p. 91-95-) 

Prepared by A. C. Quisenbury. 

The county committees of 1774-75 in Virginia. By Charles 
W. Coleman. (William and Mary College Quarterly Historical 
Magazine, October, 1896, April, 1897. Vol. 5, p. 94-106, 245- 
255- ) 

Addenda in Vol. 6, p. 205-6, 249-50. 

Army supplies in the Revolution. (Virginia Magazine of 
History and Biography, April, 1897. Vol. 4, p. 387-400.) 

The Virginia forces surrendered at Charleston in 1780. By 
R. S. Thomas. (Virginia Magazine of History and Biography, 
January, 1900. Vol. 7, p. 306-308.) 

Number of men from 1st, 8th, 10th and nth "Continentals," and from 
1st and 2nd Virginia "Detachments." 

Selections from the Campbell papers, collected by Charles 
Campbell, the historian of Virginia. (Virginia Magazine of His- 
tory and Biography, July, 1901-January, 1902. Vol. 9, p. 59-77, 
162-170, 298-306.) 

Virginia in the Revolution. (Gleanings of Virginia history. 
... By W. F. Boogher. Washington, D. C, 1903. p. 126- 
I33-) 

The life of General Hugh Mercer. By John T. Goolrick. 
New York, 1906. 140 p. 

The Transition in Virginia from Colony to Commonwealth. 
By C. R. Lingley. New York, 1910. 218 p. (Studies in his- 
tory, economics and public law, edited by the Faculty of Polit- 
ical Science of Columbia University, Vol. 36, No. 2.) 

Bibliography: p. 214-21S. 

(to be continued) 



